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untenable. But correction of the blunder by
simple withdrawal was not easy, for if any defeat
were suffered in the retreat, it might be the start
of another disastrous collapse such as that of Annual.
Strong reinforcements were needed for the operation,
and their task would be an exceedingly dangerous
one* Naturally, it was the Legion who were first
called upon.
The situation was successfully saved, but it was
a sad day for the Legion, for they lost their com-
mander. After Millan Astray had been wounded,
he had been succeeded by Rafael Valenzuela, a
soldier whose qualities had in a few months won
him the respect and affection of the men under his
new command. The Legion mourned Ms death,
and to Franco, as second-in-command, fell the duty
of representing them at Valenzuela's funeral in
Saragossa. But to him also another duty was to
fall, and he knew it, A new leader for the Legion
had ta be found, and no man in the Legion itself
ever doubted who that leader would be. Franco
was essentially of the Legion. With the exception
of Astray, no other single man had done so much to
make the Legion what it was. And yet there were
still doubts in Spain which sought to deny the
universal acclamation of Morocco. Franco had
already shown that his ambitions were high, and
though ambition might in many ways be an
admirable quality for an army officer, there was a
point beyond which it might also become dangerous.